ment the text. An attempt is made to meet the difficulty of illustrating bone and joint lesions with drawings of composite roentgenograms in an original technic. These are not entirely satisfactory.
Case teaching of roentgen diagnosis should be facilitated if students avail themselves of the concise orderly material presented in this manual. A technical consideration of play, with special reference to its mental hygiene aspects. Obviously a labor of love, written in good style by a most enthusiastic person.
The reviewer was disappointed to find in it little of clinical value from the point of view of psychiatry and mental hygiene. In it he did find the usual mixture of sentimentality and poorly digested psychoanalytic terminology. Dedicated to teachers, it is far too technical for them. Furthermore, it encourages them to become amateur practitioners of psychoanalysis, that is, to join the ranks of pseudo-sophisticated lay meddlers who throughout this country bring discredit to psychiatry and who have done more to delay the advance of sound psychiatry than has any lack of funds or research fellowships. The quotation of one paragraph seems suflicient: "The modern teacher will extend her frontiers of interest and inquiry into the newer psychological fields which aim to explore the increasingly entrancing phenomena of conduct. It may not be too much to request that the teacher make a study of some of the fundamental psychiatric concepts which aim to more critically evaluate behavior such as the concept of the oedipus, electra, and castration conflicts, sadism, masochism, emotional fixation, regression, complexes of inferiority and superiority, the theoretical concepts of psychoanalysis. An elemental understanding of these mechanisms of conduct will assist in the more effective utilization of play in education." This book is recommended to no one.
PAUL The eighteenth century is less remote from the twentieth than one might suppose. Surely, in its attitude toward the physician this is true. Granted that motives may be somewhat different, and that the agents of today are perhaps somewhat less gifted, the doctor, now as then, finds himself accused of few virtues and provided gratis with an exhaustive catalog of all those things wherein he has been remiss. But after all, grumbler as well as genius must have its butt, and from Moliere to Shaw the less and the lesser lights have found delight in seeking vulnerable points through which a jab could advantageously be given. Of such is made the successful play or the headline. And yet, goads and nettles may have their mission.
With what abandon the doctor can-or could-be handled is clearly evidenced in this small volume dealing with his role in French drama during the period under examination. As a stage character in some 200 plays of the period,-from Dancourt to Beaumarchais,-the doctor as a pedant, adventurer, fop, charlatan, or just plain assassin is portrayed, with an occasional characterization suggesting humbler virtues. Trousse-Galant, Bolus, Clistorel, Sangrado, the honest Hidropoplex and the possibly equally honest Hippocratine, the consistent Omoplate, Chrysologue, and many more, serve to reflect what may well have been the physician of the day and the manner in which medicine was regarded.
The student of medical history will find much to add to his information of the period or to tickle his funny-bone. GEO After four years this book has entered a second edition, testimony to the fact that this unique guide for the physician fishing in the broad waters of child care has been found useful. In the preface to the first edition of this book the author compares his guide to a telephone directory; as an index list of diseases, symptoms and other information, the comparison is not inappropriate. The book puts in easy, accessible form an array of related facts often widely dispersed in the ordinary text-book. As assembled, these facts are largely shorn of descriptive material. The book contains a valuable compilation in small compass of important facts concerning growth and development, diets, drugs, clinical laboratory examinations, etc. which give distinct value to the volume as a reference hand-book to the practitioner and to the medical student. In his preface the author states that his aim is to produce a handbook which will meet the requirements of those medical students interested in
